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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed April 28, 2009 have been fully considered but they 

are not persuasive. 

The Applicant argues that Temple et al. fails to disclose "generating a 
menu entry for the second portion if the recording time of the second portion 
differs from the recording start time of the first portion by at least said 
predetermined time information" because Temple et al. fails to use relative time 
information. The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Temple et al. discloses in Fig. 
2 and col. 4, lines 1-10 enabling chapter breaks to occur at a specified time 
interval delta-T as well as generating a thumbnail to represent the segment which 
would mean generating a menu entry for the second portion if the recording time 
of the second portion differs from the recording start time of the first portion by at 
least said predetermined time information. Furthermore, Temple et al. utilizes 
absolute time information in parts of the decision making, but in order to get the 
absolute time information one would need to use the relative time information. 
Therefore, Temple et al. meets the claimed limitations and the rejection is 
maintained. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 4, 6, and 8-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Okose (JP 2000-059731) in view of Temple et al. (U.S. Patent 
7,386,218). 

Regarding claim 1, Okose discloses an information processing apparatus 
comprising: connection means for connecting to a reproduction device for 
reproducing content data recorded in a first format (paragraph [0012] - IEEE 
1394 interface); content data acquisition means for acquiring said content data 
reproduced by said reproduction device connected to said connection means 
(paragraphs [0014] and [0015] - edit control part (109)); conversion means for 
converting the first format of said content data acquired by said content data 
acquisition means to a second format (paragraph [0016] - MPEG encoder (101)); 
recording control means for executing control such that said content data 
converted to said second format by said conversion means is recorded from said 
information processing apparatus to a predetermined removable recording 
medium (paragraphs [0004] and [0026]); detection means for detecting a signal 
supplied from said reproduction device indicative that said reproduction device is 
connected to said connection means and reproduction of said content data by 
said reproduction device is ready (paragraphs [0014] and [0015]); and 
processing control means for executing control such that, if said signal is 
detected by said detection means, processing by said content data acquisition 
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means, processing by said conversion means, and processing by said recording 
control means are continuously executed in this order (paragraphs [0003], 
[0004], and [0014]-[0016]). However, Okose fails to disclose that the second 
format being a predetermined optical disc standard; an information acquisition 
means for acquiring relative time information of said content data from said 
content data acquired by said content data acquisition means, said relative time 
information defining timing of a recording start time of a first portion of the content 
data relative to a recording start time of a second portion of the content data 
which Is subsequent to the first portion; or a generation means for generating a 
menu of said content data acquired by said content data acquisition means 
based on said relative time information and a predetermined time information, 
said generation means generating a menu entry for the first portion and 
generating a menu entry for the second portion when the recording start time of 
the second portion differs from the recording start time of the first portion by at 
least said predetermined time information. 

Referring to the Temple et al. reference. Temple et al. discloses an 
Information processing apparatus that converts an analog signal Into MPEG 
format, wherein the second format being a predetermined optical disc standard; 
an Information acquisition means for acquiring relative time Information of said 
content data from said content data acquired by said content data acquisition 
means, said relative time information defining timing of a recording start time of a 
first portion of the content data relative to a recording start time of a second 
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portion of the content data wlnicli is subsequent to the first portion; and a 
generation means for generating a menu of said content data acquired by said 
content data acquisition means based on said relative time information and a 
predetermined time information, said generation means generating a menu entry 
for the first portion and generating a menu entry for the second portion when the 
recording start time of the second portion differs from the recording start time of 
the first portion by at least said predetermined time information (Figs. 2, 5 and 6, 
col. 4, lines 1-44 - chapters can be made using absolute time information or user 
specified time information or after a specified interval of delta-T). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have provided a DVD menu in the second 
format as created by Temple et al. in the format conversion disclosed by Okose 
in order to provide the user the ability to allow for random access of the DVD 
upon playback. 

Regarding claim 3, Okose in view of Temple et al. discloses all the 
limitations as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 including that wherein 
said reproduction device is a digital video tape recorder; said first format is a 
format of said digital video tape recorder (Okose: paragraph [0012] - tape 
recorder (101)); said content data acquired by said content data acquisition 
means is recorded to a digital video tape loaded on said digital video tape 
recorder (Okose: paragraph [0012] - magnetic tape); and said reproduction 
control means controls processing of reproduction, fast forward feed, and rewind 
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of said digital video tape loaded on said digital video tape recorder, and stop of 
said processing (Okose: paragraph [0017]). 

Regarding claim 4, Okose in view of Temple et al. discloses all the 
limitations as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 including that the 
content data is data formed by a moving image and audio data corresponding 
thereto, said information processing apparatus further comprising: determination 
means for determining, on the basis of said time information of said content data 
acquired by said information acquisition means, a quality of said moving image, a 
size thereof, and a quality of said audio data of said content data when said 
content data is corded to said recording medium under the control of said 
recording control means (Okose: paragraph [0014]), wherein said recording 
control means executes control so as to record said content data to said 
recording medium with said quality of said moving image, said size, and said 
quality of said audio data determined by said determination means (paragraph 
[0038]); and said processing control means, if said signal is detected by said 
detection means, executes control so as to execute the processing of said 
determination means after the processing of said information acquisition means 
and before the processing of said recording control means as one of said 
sequence of processing operations (Okose: paragraphs [0014]-[0017]). 

Regarding claim 6, this is a computer-readable storage medium claim 
corresponding to the apparatus claim 1 . Therefore, claim 6 is analyzed and 
rejected as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 . 
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Regarding claim 8, Okose in view of Temple et al. discloses all the 
limitations as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 , Including that the 
predetermined time information includes a change in date (Temple et al. 
discloses creating chapter breaks after a specified time interval delta-T or using 
the absolute time information along with the recorded video to determine gaps in 
time (col. 4, lines 1-17). A change in date can be considered as apart of a 
specified time interval delta-T or even a gap in time.). 

Regarding claim 9, Okose in view of Temple et al. discloses all the 
limitations as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 , including that the 
predetermined time information includes a time duration of 10 minutes (Temple 
et al.: col. 4, lines 1-10 - a specified time interval delta-T). 

Regarding claims 10 and 11, these are computer-readable storage 
medium claims corresponding to the apparatus claims 8 and 9. Therefore, 
claims 10 and 1 1 are analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with respect 
to claims 8 and 9. 

4. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Okose in 
view of Temple et al. as applied to claim 6 above, and further in view of Yoshikawa (JP 
2001-092575A) 

Regarding claim 7, Okose in view of Temple et al. discloses all the 
limitations as previously discussed with respect to claim 6 but fails to disclose 
that the program further making said computer execute the steps of: controlling 
to display a predetermined symbol when a signal indicative that said reproduction 
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device lias been connected to said computer and said content data can be 
reproduced by said reproduction device is entered, said signal being supplied 
from said reproduction device; and detecting the selection of said symbol by a 
user, display of said symbol being controlled in the display control step, wherein, 
if the selection of said symbol by said user is detected in the detection step, said 
program mal<es said computer execute the content data acquisition step, the 
conversion step, and the recording control step as a sequence of processing 
operations in this order by use of said detection as a trigger. 

Referring to the Yoshikawa et al. reference, Yoshil<awa et al. discloses a 
computer that displays icons corresponding to external devices connected with 
the personal computer. The connection condition of the external device with the 
personal computer is made easily understandable by the user, by dynamically 
changing the display type of icons (abstract). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have provided an icon for the user to click as 
disclosed by Yoshikawa with the apparatus disclosed by Okose in view of 
Temple et al. in order to trigger the program to start so that way the user knew 
when the data was available to convert. 



Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HEATHER R. JONES whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-7368. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs.: 7:00 am - 
4:30 pm, and every other Fri.: 7:00 am - 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Heather R Jones 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2621 

HRJ 

July 24, 2009 



/Thai Iran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



